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Tom Brokaw, an NBC News special correspondent and former “NBC Nightly News” anchor, called 
for improved diplomatic reporting at his Monday lecture in ICC auditorium. 
 
The School of Foreign Service’s Institute for the Study of Diplomacy sponsored the talk, during 
which Brokaw was awarded the Edward Weintal Prize, an annual award given to journalists for 
distinguished reporting on foreign policy and diplomacy. 
 
Marvin Kalb, journalist and Weintal Trustees chair, moderated the discussion with Brokaw. 
 
Brokaw assessed current American international coverage to be at a “B” grade because of the low 
quality of some breaking news, though he applauded the variety of news sources available in the 
United States. 
 
“There was a time … when you could be a couch potato. You could pick up the paper in the 
morning, check in with maybe a specialty publication … listen to [the evening news] and you would 



be in pretty good shape,” Brokaw said. “Now, it comes at you 24/7 from all [of] these different places. 
You have to work harder at it as a consumer … but if you do, there is an astonishing array of very 
good reporting out there, both in this country and abroad.” 
 
Brokaw discussed the difficulties of covering international news today because of technological 
advances, including those brought about by social media, joking that producing news is akin to 
“changing tires on a truck going 80 miles per hour.” 
 
In contrast to this reality, Brokaw urged reporters to devote more time to analyzing information in 
context to define its meaning and consequences. As an example, Brokaw cited the recent coverage 
of North Korea as being unsatisfactory. 
 
“The obligation of [journalists] is to find the facts the best they can and put them in an appropriate 
context,” Brokaw said. 
 
Asked about the dearth of coverage in some areas of the world such as South America and Africa, 
Brokaw acknowledged the power of domestic viewers. 
 
“The definition of news is what is new, and what is changing,” Brokaw said. “What is it that we need 
to know? It is also the news and the change that is going to have an impact on this country and the 
people who are watching. It is very uneven when it comes to international coverage.” 
 
Brokaw also discussed alternate forms of news, and he complimented programs such as “The Daily 
Show” for their ability to engage younger viewers. 
 
Students in attendance were impressed by Brokaw’s discussion of the relationship between 
technology and journalism. 
 
“I thought it was really interesting to hear about the technological innovations, especially Internet 
journalism, where he saw the future of journalism going, … how many different types of sources and 
information could be out there,” Audrey Wilson (SFS ’14) said. 
 
Alex Lawrence (COL ’15) agreed and praised Brokaw’s timeliness, as Brokaw discussed yesterday’s 
explosions at the Boston Marathon a few hours after the events occurred. 
 
“I thought it was really interesting how he spoke on today’s events in Boston. … It’s incredible to get 
his firsthand account of news that is happening as it happens,” Lawrence said. “What he said about 
how we receive that information is something we should all be thinking about as we get the news 
later tonight.” 
	  


